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The Centre Simpson Cross
Biodiversity Policy
	
1. Introduction 
	
The Simpson Cross Activities Group recognises that biodiversity — the rich variety of life in our environment — is essential for healthy ecosystems, community wellbeing, and resilience. 
As a community centre with a thriving community garden, we are committed to protecting, enhancing, and celebrating biodiversity within our grounds and the wider Simpson Cross area. 

2.  Aims and Objectives 

• Conserve and enhance local biodiversity across The Centre’s land and garden. 
• Increase awareness and appreciation of nature among our visitors, volunteers, and local residents. 
• Manage our spaces in a way that supports wildlife, improves soil health, and strengthens community connection to nature.
• Lead by example in promoting sustainable and environmentally responsible practices.

3. Our Commitments 

• Create and maintain habitats that encourage a wide range of native species, including wildflower meadows, hedgerows, ponds, and compost-rich soil. 
• Prioritise native and bee-friendly plants in all landscaping, planting schemes, and garden beds. 
• Install bird boxes, insect hotels, hedgehog shelters, and log piles to support wildlife year-round. 
[image: ]• Avoid the use of pesticides, herbicides, and peat-based composts. Encourage water conservation through rainwater harvesting and mulching.
 • Offer workshops, signage, and events to engage the community in nature-based learning and biodiversity action. 
• Work with local schools, environmental groups, and councils to share knowledge and promote conservation initiatives.
 • Regularly assess our biodiversity efforts, record wildlife sightings, and update our action plan annually. 
4. 	Implementation The Trustees, in collaboration with the Community Garden Coordinator and volunteers, will oversee the delivery of this policy. A Biodiversity Action Plan (see below) outlines specific activities and goals to guide implementation. 
5.	 Monitoring and Review This policy and its accompanying action plan will be reviewed every two years or sooner if needed. Feedback from staff, volunteers, and visitors will be welcomed to improve biodiversity outcomes.

 6.     Communication 
         The policy will be publicly available at The Centre Simpson Cross, shared on our website, and promoted through community events and social media to encourage participation and awareness.
Objective Action Responsibility
 Appendix: Biodiversity Action Plan (2025–2027)
	Objective
	Action
	Responsibility
	Timescale
	Indicators of Success

	Enhance wildlife habitats
	Create a wildflower meadow and maintain native hedgerows
	Garden Team & Volunteers
	2025–2026
	Meadow established; increase in pollinator species

	Support pollinators and birds
	Install bee hotels, bird boxes, and feeders
	Volunteers
	Ongoing
	Regular sightings recorded; nesting activity observed

	Reduce chemical use
	Eliminate pesticide/herbicide use; adopt organic alternatives
	Garden Coordinator
	Immediate & ongoing
	No chemicals used; soil health improved

	Encourage community participation
	Host seasonal biodiversity workshops and “nature days”
	Centre Manager & Volunteers
	2 per year
	Attendance numbers and feedback

	Promote sustainable resource use
	Install water butts and compost bins; reduce waste
	Garden Team
	2025
	Rainwater and compost used regularly

	Monitor biodiversity
	Keep wildlife logbook and annual biodiversity survey
	Volunteers
	Annual
	Record of species sightings; annual report shared


Date: 10th January 2025 					Annual review & update 
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